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ln pooling the considerable resources of the new company, we now

have one of the largest research and development budgets of any
private organisation in the world.

Our R&D projects cover the spectrum of technologies,
materials and synthetic environments such as virtual

reality training and 3D modelling - that constantly
extend the frontiers of performance. The high

software content in our complex systems means
that software development is a key activity

that involves more than 10,000 systems
software engineers, and has won us a

worldwide reputation for excellence.



We have a proud heritage of 'firsts' from the first days of wireless
communication through 10 Concorde, the world's first supersonic
passenger aircraft, plus the world's first vertical take off and
landjng capability, and the world's first fly bylight system.
Through our intense focus on R&D, we are investing in
the next generation of breakthroughs.

The demand on our capacity for innovation on
both sides of the Atlantic is illustrated by our
involvement with separate bids to build the
Joint Strike Fighter, expected to be one
of the largest aircraft manufacturing
programmes of the new century.
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